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Alex Johnson
The Home Front
When a move goes 
awry; the rise of the 
‘rurburbs’; and rents 
soar in Scotland

Five to View

Price: £1.25m  
They say: This detached con-
verted barn is in a secluded, 
yet convenient, semi-rural 
location on the outskirts of 
Tunbridge Wells. Having just 
been refurbished, the prop-
erty is beautifully presented 
with many modern features 
blending with the original 
character. Beamed ceilings 
and wooden flooring feature 
throughout, especially in the 
kitchen. Eight acres.
Call: 01892 281021

Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Price: £750,000  
They say: A ground floor on 
the Swaylands Estate in Pen-
shurst. This 40-acre estate 
boasts a lake, tennis court, 
gymnasium and cricket pitch 
with pavilion. The apartment 
is bright and spacious, with 
huge lattice windows and 
spot-lighting throughout. The 
kitchen-dining rooms over-
look copious and beautiful 
grounds, with double doors 
onto a private terrace.
Call: 01892 731924

Price: £750,000  
They say: Little Pembury 
Court is a 1900s property 
which has been extended and 
improved. Generously pro-
portioned accommodation 
with lots of natural light. This 
includes a spacious entrance 
hall, double aspect sitting 
room with stone fireplace 
and a dining room containing 
a sizeable bay window. The 
master bedroom – one of four 
– offers en-suite. 
Call: 020 3318 6699

Price: £350,000  
They say: An unusual de-
tached lodge in the village 
of Pembury on the outskirts 
of Tunbridge Wells. Stone-
clad front and rear, retaining 
much of its original façade. 
Two reception rooms, one of 
which includes a fireplace, 
alongside three spacious bed-
rooms. Surrounded by grass 
on all sides, making for an 
impressive back garden and 
giving a quaint, rural feel.
Call: 01892 731096

Price: £315,000  
They say: Smart, executive, 
open planned apartment in 
heart of Tunbridge Wells. 
The living areas have been 
designed to maximise the 
feeling of light and space, 
with soft colouring and spot-
lights featuring throughout 
the property. The apartment 
also boasts two good sized 
bedrooms and a generous 
reception area with large 
windows.
Call: 01892 731099

Love tennis? Moving 
house? In its look at Eng-
land’s top 100 tennis court 
neighbourhoods,  Prop-
erty Detective data shows 

that Cranbrook in Kent heads the list with a court 
for every 77 residents, followed by Thame (126) 
and Berwick-upon-Tweed (146). Shrewsbury has 
a population of around 72,000 and 122 courts, 
whereas Manchester, with a population of over 
half a million, has only two more. 

Concrete fantastic
It’s not just tower blocks and car parks, con-
crete architecture can be amazingly inventive 
and attractive. Taschen’s illustrated new two-
volume 100 Contemporary Concrete Buildings 
by Philip Jodidio (£34.99) looks at designers 
and architects around the world using liquid 
stone to its best advantage.
 
Shed insurance
Gocompare.com looked at more than 350 home 
insurance policies and found that 3 per cent of 
policies don’t provide any cover for contents 
left in outbuildings, while 11 per cent of policies 
exclude cover for bicycles. Policies typically 
have a separate limit for theft from outbuild-
ings, with most policies providing between 
£1,000 and £3,000 worth of cover. 

However, insurers generally only cover theft 
claims if the items were stolen from a securely-
locked shed or outbuilding where there are signs 
of forced entry. A separate survey by MoneySu-
perMarket suggests that the average garage or 
shed contains just over £2,000 of valuables.

Move sadness
One in five people regret their most recent 
home move, says a poll of 2,100 people by AA 
Home Membership. A third say the main rea-
son is down to discovering problems. About a 
quarter said they never liked living there and 
only bought because it was affordable. 

Houses vs flats
New figures from Clydesdale and Yorkshire 
Banks indicates that three quarters of first-time 
buyers are looking to buy a house rather than a 
flat. Last year, the figure was 56 per cent. 

Why build your own?
One in six people who have built their own home 
did so because they wanted an eco-friendly place 
to live, a poll from confused.com reveals.

Emigration worries
Just over 40 per cent of those aged between 16 
and 24 say they wouldn’t move abroad because 
they would feel guilty about leaving behind 
their family. The survey by Bishop’s Move also 
shows that this figure drops to 21 per cent for 
those aged over 55.

Oxford leads house price growth  
UK house prices have increased by an average of 
£11,500 over the past year, with seven cities in 
the south of England significantly outperform-
ing this benchmark, says Hometrack. Oxford 
has seen the highest average growth in the past 
12 months at £41,700. It is followed by Lon-
don (£38,900), Cambridge (£23,900), Bristol 
(£22,400), Southampton (£15,300), Bourne-
mouth (£15,300) and Portsmouth (£15,000).  

Get the lingo
Move with Us asked 100 independent estate 
agents for their list of emerging property vocabu-
lary. Top of the list of words are “rurburbs” (areas 
formed by countryside urbanisation as workers 
moved further afield) and “grandlords” (retirees 
using pensions to invest in buy-to-let).

Record rents in Scotland
Average rents in Scotland reached a new high 
after a record monthly increase. The analysis 
by Your Move indicates the average Scottish 
rent is now £544 thanks to a 1 per cent jump in 
May, the largest monthly rise recorded. Rents 
in Glasgow and Clyde have seen the biggest 
movement, rising 5.7 per cent in the past 12 
months, while Edinburgh & the Lothians is 
the only region where typical rents have fallen 
year-on-year, down 0.6 per cent. 
 
Female flatsharers 
Women living in shared, rented accommodation 
spend £276 per year more on rent than men. The 
survey by spareroom.co.uk reveals  almost one in 
seven female flatsharers are spending more than 
half of their take-home pay on rent, compared 
to just 8 per cent of male flatsharers. 

Discount capital
Zoopla statistics reveal that almost a third of 
homes for sale have had their price reduced 
at least once since being listed. The top 10 
areas with the highest percentage of proper-
ties with reduced asking prices are all in the 
North of England. More 
than a fifth of properties 
valued at over £1m have 
been reduced since com-
ing on to the market.

The grey 
kitchen before 
(above) and 
the glossy 
new look, 
fitted by 0800 
Handyman. 
Neutral units 
from Magnet; 
worktops 
based on 
Turkish 
marble; and 
appliances 
from Miele
sky moore-
clube

Small kitchens can be 
given a new lease of life 
with a clever choice of 
fittings and the right 
colour scheme.

“Embarking on a kitchen remodelling 
project can be daunting. There are so many 
elements to consider – cabinets, appliances, 
countertops, flooring, the list goes on,” 
says Brian Burton of DIY specialists 0800 
Handyman, whose latest kitchen makeover 
project (pictured) is a good example of how 
to revamp effectively.

“A well-equipped and decorated kitchen 
will help add value to your home, so it’s 
worth investing time and money. And 
always be clear on budget,” adds Burton.

Magnet offers a varied selection of 
kitchen units to suit a range of budgets, 
grouped into “simply”, “purely” or 
“uniquely” options. The Planar model from 
the mid-range ‘‘purely’’ category, seen here 
in gloss white, will stand the test of time as 
it offers a neutral backdrop. Expect to pay 
around £6,000 (not including worktops, 
appliances, splashback or installation) at 
magnet.co.uk. The minimal style and soft 
curves add a design edge to small spaces. 
The team can provide a 3D CGI of how 
it will look in a space or arrange a home 
survey for reassurance.

A splashback helps achieve a 
contemporary look and Magnet stocks 
Deco Glaze (decoglaze.co.uk). In this 
instance, the coffee glass from the classic 
range left a beautiful finish. The reflective 
surface creates the illusion of more space. 
Easy to maintain, it overcomes the issue of 
discoloured grout that may occur in tiles. 

The right worktop is crucial. Technistone 
quartz is tough, durable and food safe 
(technistone.co). It is available in a range 
of colours. The new Technistone Noble 
range provides “limestone and marble 
imitation”: a natural stone look but with 
Technistone properties. Technistone 
Noble Calista, pictured here, is based on 
Turkish marble – producing an elegant 
creamy colour with white waves against 
a warm beige background. Made in the 
Czech Republic, Technistone is now widely 
available in Britain. B Stone Ltd (01604 

Amira Hashish
Lifestyle Lowdown
Small can be 
beautiful: top tips 
for a first-class 
kitchen makeover 

585848, sales@bstoneuk.co.uk) is the 
UK distributor. “You can either choose a 
worktop colour that compliments a scheme 
or use the worktop more as a feature,” says a 
representative. “Darker colours may make a 
room look smaller. Thicker worktops (three 
cm) will give your kitchen a more chunky 
look whereas thinner worktops (two cm) will 
provide a more sleek and minimalistic edge.”

Fabricators are needed to transform the 
stone into worktops, so it is important to 
select a reliable firm such as The Stone 
Company (01245 243920, thestoneco.co.uk), 
which ensures that surfaces are templated, 
crafted and fitted correctly and efficiently. 
Stone Company experts can also advise on 
what worktop would suit your space and 
which time scale would be appropriate. 
The results are truly transformative and 
Moduleo Verdon Oak flooring (moduleo.
co.uk) is a strong match.

Appliances allow technology to be 
incorporated and Miele, the German 
manufacturer, is at the forefront of kitchen 
design. “Cooking is a growing passion 
within the UK and cooks demand more 
from their appliances to get the results 
they are looking for,” says a spokesperson. 
“Miele caters for this, offering exciting 
and innovative appliances that provide 
precision, accuracy as well as flexible 
cooking functions.” 

At the centrepiece of Miele’s collection 
is the Generation 6000 range, featuring 
two elegant design lines; PureLine and 
ContourLine. PureLine is designed to 
harmonise with architectural styles and 
modern settings – with an extensive use of 
glass in the appliance fascia and a handle 
that appears to float above the glass front. 

ContourLine is distinctly different, with 
a stainless steel framed glass door and 

Enjoy sea 
views from 
the sitting 
room of 
this two-
bedroom 
flat in 
Southwold, 
Suffolk – on 
with Flick 
& Son at a 
guide price 
of £420,000 

integrated handle. Each line comprises a 
complete range of appliances with a choice 
of user interfaces that can be mixed and 
matched to create a co-ordinated look. 

It is worth popping into the Miele 
Experience Centre in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire, or the Miele Gallery in 
London for a fully interactive display as well 
as expert advisors and home economists. 
Or research online (miele.co.uk) where 
information such as technical specifications, 
features, dimensions and installation 
recommendations are listed. Grohe’s Red 
tap is ahead of the game, running filtered 
kettle hot water as well as acting as an 
integrated kitchen tap (grohe.com).

Once all fixtures and fittings have been 
decided, it is important to invest in a 
reputable labourer , who will provide a clear 
indication of what is entailed. “We come 
along and give an idea of costings, how long 
the job will take and make sure you have 
everything covered,” explains Burton. Never 
compromise on a qualified electrician. For 
this project, Kevin 
Jones (kjelectrics.
moonfruit.com) 
ensured the highest 
standards were met. 

Go to standard.co.uk/kitchenmakeover to 
shop for appliances. For more handyman 
details, visit: 0800handyman.com  


